
Manor Primary School Curriculum Statement 
Subject: History 

Vision Statement for History: Our ambition is for pupils to gain an understanding of the past and how history has, and will, change their future and impact 

their daily lives. We aim for a high-quality history curriculum which should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the Britain’s past and that of 
the wider world. Our teaching equips pupils with knowledge about the history of Britain and how it has influenced and been influenced by the wider world; 

know and understand about significant aspects of the history of the wider world such as, ancient civilisations and empires; changes in living memory and 
beyond living memory; learn about the lives of significant people of the past; understand the methods of historical enquiry and be able to ask and answer 
questions. We want children to enjoy and love learning about history by gaining this knowledge and skills, not just through experiences in the classroom, 

but also with the use of fieldwork and educational visits when appropriate. 

Intent: 

At Manor Primary School we: 
. Provide high quality resources  
. Ensure that everyone upholds the vision 
. Ensure that adequate time is given to the teaching of history 
. Keep abreast of any national changes, research and initiatives 
. Know the end goal for each year group 
. Provide advice and demonstration of good practice 
. Focus on the attainment and progress of the lowest 20% and those on PPG 
. Teach statutory topics from the National Curriculum 
. In Foundation Stage, follow the EYFS curriculum 
. Select some history topics that reflect our pupils and their backgrounds (Victorian Reading and Black British History) 
. Follow a progression document that considers historical interpretation, historical investigations, chronological understanding, knowledge and 
understanding of events, people and changes in the past and presenting, organising and communicating 
. Where relevant, history topics are sequenced alongside English and reading topics 
. Planning from the National Oak Academy is used to help sequence and inform teachers planning for most topics 
. The sequence of enquiries is broadly chronological  
. For British Black History the use of the website The Black Curriculum is used to help inform planning 

Implementation: 

In Foundation Stage, pupils will: 
. Have the opportunity to talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.  
. Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and adult input.  
. Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.  
. Begin to ask questions about the past to help them deepen their knowledge.  



. Have the opportunity to sequence familiar events and begin to use the vocabulary past, present, future, old and new. 
In Key Stage 1, pupils will: 
. Be taught History in alternating terms for at least 35 minutes per week 
. Have the opportunity to ask questions about the past to deepen their knowledge 
. Have a timeline in their books to aid their chronological understanding 
. Be taught about topics which include: changes within living memory (comparing toys, food and music in the past to those that we have now), events 
beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally (The Great Fire of London), the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements and significant historical events (Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot, Remembrance Day) and 
people (Nelson Mandela) 
. Develop an awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (past, present, future, modern, old, new, before, after, 
a long time ago) 
. When relevant, be read stories about the past 
 
In Key Stage 2, pupils will: 
. Be taught History in alternating terms for at least 60 minutes per week 
. Have the opportunity to ask questions about the past to deepen their knowledge 
. Have a timeline in their books to aid their chronological understanding 
. Develop the appropriate use of historical vocabulary (invaders, settlers, monarchy, religion, empire, kingdoms, chronological, civilization, timeline, 
significant) 
. Read to research about historical topics to help them answer questions 
. Be taught about topics which include: changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age, the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain, Britain’s 
settlements by the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings, a local history study (Victorian Reading), a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 (Medieval Monarchs), the achievements of the earliest civilizations (Ancient Egypt), Ancient Greece, a non-
European study that provides contrast with British history (The Shang Dynasty) and topics of interest (British Black History) 
 
Pupils in the lowest 20% will receive adult support and scaffolded tasks to support them during history lessons 
 
At the beginning of a new history unit, pupils will be asked what key information they remember about history topics they have studied in the past 
 
At the beginning of each lesson, pupils are quizzed on knowledge from the previous lesson to monitor whether they have retained the information 
 
Each history unit will start at the beginning of the era being studied and then work chronologically through it 
 
 



In Key Stage One and Two, for each lesson, pupils will be given a key question for that lesson and then taught the key facts needed for them to answer 
questions around the topic. They will have regular opportunities throughout the lesson to ask questions to deepen their historical knowledge. They will 
then use all of this knowledge to answer the key question presented at the beginning of the lesson 
 
Assessment: 
. Formatively assess through book work 
. Pupils will be quizzed at the beginning of each lesson to assess whether they have retained the previous lessons knowledge 
. In Key Stage 2, pupils will answer a question that will require them to use all of the knowledge from previous lessons in the unit  
 
Enrichment: 
. History Off The Page to come in when appropriate 
. Anniversaries of key historical events will be celebrated (Remembrance Day, Jubilees, Black History Month etc) 
 
Cultural capital: 
 . Pupils will be taught about topics which reflect the cultures within the school 
. British Black History is taught in Upper Key Stage 2 as a topic that reflects our school and their interests 
. Where possible, Black History is taught within units  
 

Impact: 

. Formative assessment of book work for each lesson, considering whether pupils are working at an age-appropriate level 
 
. Book scrutiny for each year group to monitor whether the correct work is being taught at the age-appropriate level and whether work is being formatively 
assessed 
 

Subject actions: 

. Learning walks 

. Lesson observations 

 


