
Nursery Reading Spine 
 Texts covered in discrete writing sessions Reason for Choice Other texts and reasons for choice 
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We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 
Michael Rosen and 
Helen Oxenburg  

Exploring repetition and 
descriptive language 

 

The Colour Monster 
Anna Llenas 

Emotions and how 
they make you feel 

 

Hey You! 
Dapo Adeola 

Black History 
BAME Author  

 

Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
Mara Alperin and Kate 
Pankhurst 

Repetition and about 
not taking things that 
aren’t yours 
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The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Eric Carle 

 

Explore number, days 
of the week and life 
cycles 

 

The Jolly Christmas 
Postman 
Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 

Understand how to 
send and receive 
letters and tradition of 
Christmas cards 

 

Look Up 
Nathan Bryon and 
Dapo Adeola 

Explore dreams and 
careers 
BAME author 

 

Pink is for Boys 
Robb Pearlman and 
Eda Kaban 

Stereotypes 
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Handa’s Surprise 
Eileen Browne 

 

Explores sharing and 
taking what isn’t yours 
BAME author 

 

Oliver’s Fruit Salad 
Vivian French 

Explores healthy 
eating, food and 
growth 

 

Like the ocean we rise 

Nicola Edwards and 
Sarah Wilkins 

Ecxplores our impact 
on the Earth and how 
we can make a 
difference 
BAME author 

 

The Global Garden 
Kate Petty 

Understanding where 
food comes from 
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Mad about Mega 
Beasts! 
Giles Andreae and 
David Wojtowycz 

Facts about animals 
and their habitats 

 

Little Red Riding Hood 
Susanna Davidson 
and Mike Gordon 

Repetition, structure of 
a story and stranger 
danger 

 

Billy and the Beast 
Nadia Shireen 

Explores standing up 
for themselves and the 
power to change our 
environment 
BAME author 

 

Harry and the 
Bucketful of Dinosaurs 
Ian Whybrow and 
Adrian Reynolds 
 

Lost and belonging 
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Farmer Duck 
Martin Waddell and 
Helen Oxenbury 

Discussing different 
jobs to run a farm and 
being kind and 
respectful of others  

 

Covered in Adventures 
Gillian Hibbs 

Discussing memories, 
journeys and 
adventures 
BAME author 

 

Leaf Man 
Lois Ehlert 

Discussing journeys 
and the different things 
we can see on them 

 

What the Ladybird 
Heard 
Julia Donaldson and 
Lydia Monks 

Discussing different 
animals and heroism 
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The Enormous Turnip 
Katie Daynes and 
Georgien Overwater 

Understanding team 
work and helping 
others 

 

Olympig 
Victoria Jamieson 

Resilience and 
perseverance 

 

The Lion Inside 
Rachel Bright and Jim 
Field 

Exploring confidence 
and self-esteem 
BAME author 

 

Creaturpedia 
Adrienne Barman 

Exploring different 
animals and their 
fantastic skills and 
adaptations 

 



C
y
c
le

 2
 A

u
tu

m
n
 1

 

M
a
rv

e
llo

u
s
 M

e
! 

 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 
Michael Rosen and 
Helen Oxenburg  

Exploring repetition and 
descriptive language 

 

The Colour Monster 
Anna Llenas 

Emotions and how 
they make you feel 

 

Hey You! 
Dapo Adeola 

Black History 
BAME Author  

 

Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
Mara Alperin and Kate 
Pankhurst 

Repetition and about 
not taking things that 
aren’t yours 
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The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Eric Carle 

 

Explore number, days 
of the week and life 
cycles 

 

The Jolly Christmas 
Postman 
Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 

Understand how to 
send and receive 
letters and tradition of 
Christmas cards 

 

Look Up 
Nathan Bryon and 
Dapo Adeola 

Explore dreams and 
careers 
BAME author 

 

Pink is for Boys 
Robb Pearlman and 
Eda Kaban 

Stereotypes 
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Owl Babies 
Martin Waddell and 
Patrick Benson 

 

Exploring emotions and 
being scared and 
having a sense of 
belonging 

 

Little Rabbit Foo Foo 
Michael Rosen and 
Arthur Robins 

Focus on repetition, 
rhyme and number 

 

The Very Hungry 
Worry Monsters 

Lara Ede and Rosie 
Greening 

Understanding worries 
and how to deal with 
them 

 

Cops and Robbers 
Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 

Rhyme, story structure 
and the job of a police 
officer 

 



C
y
c
le

 2
 S

p
ri

n
g
 2

 

A
n
im

a
ls

 &
 H

a
b
it
a

ts
 

 

Dear Zoo  
Rod Campbell 

Using appropriate 
language to describe 
an animal 
Exploring repetition  

 

The Three Billy Goat’s 
Gruff 
Mara Alperin and Kate 
Pankhurst 

Repetition, structure of 
a story and team work 

 

The Lion Inside 
Rachel Bright and Jim 
Field 

Exploring confidence 
and self-esteem 

 

Mad about Minibeasts 
Giles Andreae and 
David Wojtowycz 

Facts about animals 
and their habitats 
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Jasper’s Beanstalk  
Nick Butterworth and 
Mick Inkpen 

Discussing stages in a 
bean life cycle and how 
to look after them 

 

The Enormous Turnip 
Katie Daynes and 
Georgien Overwater 

Understanding team 
work and helping 
others 

 

The Global Garden 
Kate Petty 

Understanding where 
food comes from 

 

The Little Red Hen 
Susanna Davidson 
and Daniel Postgate 

Focusing on helping 
others to reap the 
rewards and not 
expecting others to do 
everything for you 
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Tinga Tinga Tales 
When Monkeys swing 
in the Trees 
Claudia Lloyd 

Stories from other 
cultures 

 

All are Welcome 
Alexandra Penfold and 
Suzanne Kaufman 

Accepting everyone 

 

Last Stop on Market 
Street  
Matt de la Pena and 
Christian Robinson 

Honesty, interest and 
gratitude 

 

Here We Are 
Oliver Jeffers 

Thought provoking, 
knowing about the 
world and its structure 

 


